
Imagine a new family was looking to move to your block and your neighbours saying, “we 

the attitudes they face. 

The lack of safe, affordable housing is undeniable, but barriers to building that social and 

are amazing people and groups out there who understand the importance of addressing 
homelessness, addictions and mental illness through safe and accessible housing. The 

commonly held misconceptions about social housing. 

Of course homeowners want to feel that their property investment is secure. Of course 
people want to feel safe in their neighbourhoods. Fortunately, evidence shows that social 
and supportive housing does not have a negative impact on property values and that building 
social housing actually helps improve safety in communities and leads to reductions in crime. 

the solutions to homelessness and cultivating a movement that demands action from our 
municipal, provincial and federal governments. 

dedicated supporters. It will be a great opportunity for communities and people to connect, 
socialize, check out the Toolkit and even try a few of the interactive pieces like our “cringe 

Alex DeForge spent the summer with Pivot as the donor relations coordinator and fundraiser 

extraordinaire. During the school year, Alex is a philosophy student at SFU and looks forward 

to continuing her work part-‐time at Pivot.

Cultivating YIMBYism

Donate to our internship program

that you support the enforcement of standards of maintenance bylaw for DTES hotels



Summer is always an amazing time at Pivot: our Hope in Shadows project is in full swing, 
our lawyers meet people all over the Downtown Eastside, and we welcome a new group of 

talents, passion, and enthusiasm to our work. Over that time, they have contributed over 

it allows us to connect with fresh, young, passionate people ready to change the world. 

accountable to the Pivot team. The interns have attended all our team meetings, added 

 
The interns also came to know Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside. They attended legal clinics with Katrina Pacey, listening 
directly to legal issues people face and participated in the Hope in Shadows camera handout, Rhizome event, and 

work.

One of the hardest pieces of this job – and has been forever – is saying goodbye to people as they come in and out of the 

Heather, and Naz for everything you have done this summer and in advance for everything you will do in the world. 

For most lawyers, appearing before the Supreme Court of 

is one of the country’s foremost Charter litigators and 
passionate advocates for individual’s rights – though, that 
wasn’t always his plan.

“I had no such lofty ideals when I went in to law. The only 
understanding I had of law at that time, and this goes back 

There were several factors that pushed his career toward 
public interest litigation.

direction my law career took was probably the most 

Message from the CEO

Joe Arvay 
lawyer

impact on the ability of public interest groups to litigate 
on behalf of marginalized groups. He is acting as counsel 
for the British Columbia 

challenge to euthanasia 
laws.

Laura is a second-‐year 

University of Victoria 

law student who interned 

at Pivot this summer on 

the policing and housing 

campaigns. 



It’s not a new story that lack of housing is a major problem, not 

from diverse backgrounds and speakers presenting their 
perspective on InSite. 

The Housing Forum will focus on what can be achieved at a 
local level. The forum is an opportunity to leverage the insight 
that people have about their own community to develop 
solutions that will work on the ground. Federal strategies are 

to ask what can be done and how we can do it. 

and a lawsuit against Harbour Centre and Fusion Security, a 
private security company hired by the mall on behalf of three 
men who endured brutal assault by Fusion’s security guards. 

be funding the community groups who were granted full or partial 

Since, then there have been a series of hearings where the groups 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In June, Katrina Pacey 

DTES.  Dignity Villages, operating in Portland, Oregon shows 
how housing issues surpass even national borders. They began 
as an illegal tent city and are now recognized as a transitional 
housing campground.  Both organizations will be present at 
the forum to discuss their struggle in the face of a housing 
crisis. 

They are just two of many presenters to address housing in BC. 

interested to join us.

Nazampal Jaswal is studying International Studies at York 

University. As a Hope in Shadows intern this summer, she 

hoped to gain a deeper understanding of the community in 

the Downtown Eastside and how Pivot’s public policy work 

addresses issues that many here face.

Housing Forum

by Nazampal Jaswal

joint effort by Downtown Eastside Neighbourhood Council and Pivot, 
the lawsuit was launched after a recent inspection by the City found 

where residents were allowed to testify off camera to avoid reprisal 
from their landlord, council voted unanimously to seek an injunction to 
have the Supreme Court order that the building be brought up to code.   



prostitution laws, no one imagined that the litigation would 

law: public interest standing.  It’s not a glamorous part of 
the legal realm, but it has a huge impact on many people.

complies with the Constitution or the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. But someone has to bring that law before the 
court. The easiest way for this to happen is when somone 
asking the court to consider the law has private interest 

when they’ve been charged under a piece of legislation and 
they believe the legislation is unconstitutional. They have 
the right to ask the court to determine the Constitutionality 
of a law and don’t have to ask the court for standing.
 

in other ways that may prevent them from challenging 

relationship with the law and its institutions. They are not 
eager to engage in a system which they don’t trust.  

Constitutional challenges are costly and time consuming, 

the costs of a legal action. If those who are affected 
are unable to make use of the system, the law will go 
unchallenged. Public interest standing avoids this, allowing 
groups, like Pivot, to bring matters that adversely affect 
our constituents to court.
 
The court has to grant public interest standing; it isn’t 
something that any group has inherently. The hurdle is 
convincing the court that there is not another reasonable 

there isn’t someone who has private interest standing who 

want to insulate any piece of legislation from review, it 
also doesn’t have the resources to review the law every 
time someone has a concern about the law’s validity.

denied public interest standing by the BC Supreme Court 

BC. The group wanted to challenge the laws because they 

conditions. 
 

position that unless there is a person who is both more 
directly affected by the law than the group seeking public 

of Pivot’s work, this is favorable because it allows for a 

parties to bring cases on behalf of others. Increasing this 
breadth allows greater protection for individuals whose 
rights are limited by a law but do not have the means to 
bring the issue before a judge.
 

cases to come forward in order to address an issue is 
wasteful of judicial resources and unfair. The unfairness 
stems from the imposition of burdens of delay and cost. 
Right now, we have a justice system that barely affords 
people a chance to defend their own case against a charge, 
let alone take on Parliament or a legislature. Public interest 
standing is an important tool, whatever the particular law 
at issue, because of the power it gives marginalized people 
to have their community groups represent them.
 
Constitutional litigation is an important check on 

enabling groups to hold Parliament accountable in this way. 

school at the University of Windsor and spent the summer 

interning with Pivot.

Public Interest Standing: 
Providing an Even Financial Playing Field   by Heather McMahon  


